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Friends of the China Center gather at the 45th Anniversary Celebration.



From the Executive Director 主任致辞

Dear Friends,

Reflecting on activities of the China Center 
over the past 18 months, I am proud of 
our partnerships and collaborations with 
colleagues and friends like you to deliver 
new educational and cultural programs that 
connect us all in meaningful ways.

We celebrated the China Center’s 45th 
anniversary in November 2024, and it was 
an honor to welcome the China Center’s 
former directors, Pat Needle, David Pui, 
and Hong Yang, to the event. Their remarks 
were an oral history of our work over these 
many years and acknowledgement of the 
center’s importance to the University and 
beyond.  

Thanks to your support, we were able to 
provide 12 students with scholarships to 
study in China. And, for the second year, 
we sent students on a short-term study 
in China in collaboration with Peking 
University—an amazing opportunity to 
engage with China’s culture and history.   

More than 100 students entered the 
China Bridge Challenge, our annual case 
competition. Students were asked to 
consider how the U.S. and China could 
work together in the areas of renewable 
energy and green technology. This was the 
first China Bridge Challenge that invited 
students from a Chinese university to 
participate virtually. It was great to see the 
Minnesota students connect with their 
peers in China to explore critical issues.

The Bob and Kim Griffin Building U.S.-China 
Bridges Lecture and the Considering China 
webinar series continued to showcase 
experts on all matters related to China from 
culture and society to U.S.-China relations 
and geopolitical concerns.

We appreciate your strong support of 
the China Center and its mission. Your 
generous donations make it possible to 
offer scholarships and exchanges and fund 
cultural and educational programs. Your 
advice, feedback, and guidance are valuable 
resources in these times of tension in the 
U.S.-China relationship. Please let us know if 
we can help you to engage more with China 
both in person or virtually. Together we 
can foster greater understanding and build 
strong bridges of exchange with China.

Sincerely,

Joan Brzezinski 
Executive Director
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Special Celebration and 2024 Griffin Lecture

The China Center marked its 45th anniversary 
in November 2024 with a dinner celebration 
featuring the 2024 Bob and Kim Griffin Building 
U.S.-China Bridges Lecture. Yasheng Huang, 
Epoch Foundation professor of global economics 
and management at MIT’s Sloan School of 
Management, presented “The China Model at a 
Crossroads: Implications for U.S.-China Relations 
in a Shifting Global Environment.” He argued 
against the idea that the China Model policies 
led to China’s economic takeoff, explaining that 
many of the challenges facing China today are a 
direct result of the China Model.

In recognition of the 45th anniversary, three former directors shared their reflections 
at the event. Pat Needle reminisced on the early years of the China Center and how it 
fostered academic, cultural, and professional exchanges. David Pui shared memories of 
arranging presidential visits to China and being greeted by hundreds of excited alumni, 
an experience which led to the creation of a book about distinguished Chinese alumni. 
Hong Yang recalled how the Griffin Lecture series began and expressed hope that the 
China Center would continue to be a catalyst for building U.S.-China bridges.

Current director Joan Brzezinksi added, “The China Center is facing new and tough 
challenges ahead, but together we can build a stronger bridge of exchange and 
understanding.”

Watch a recording of the lecture >> z.umn.edu/china45

China Center 45th Anniversary  中国中心45周年庆

China Center Director Joan Brzezinski with past 
directors David Pui, Pat Needle, and Hong Yang
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China Center 45th Anniversary  中国中心45周年庆 China Bridge Challenge 中国桥挑战赛

Cross-Border Teams Pursue Sustainable Solutions

The 2025 China Bridge Challenge case competition marked a milestone—for the first 
time, each University of Minnesota team was paired with student counterparts in 
Shanghai, creating 22 cross-border teams. 

“Being partnered with students in Shanghai ended up radically changing the trajectory of 
our project idea,” said Akshay Rai, a junior on the first-place team. “Our initial meetings 
really showed us a different angle on the problem of cultural collaboration and renewable 
energy that I don’t think any of us could have considered individually.” 

This year’s challenge asked students to consider how the U.S. and China could work 
together in the areas of renewable energy and green technology. The winning team 
highlighted how New York City’s subway system could benefit from utilizing regenerative 
braking systems, which have been implemented in Shanghai’s public transit. They also 
explained how Yanji, China, could learn from Minneapolis-area companies’ innovations 
in agriculture and food processing.

Learn more >> z.umn.edu/chinabridge-25

The China Bridge Challenge invites student teams to explore the intricate complexities 
encountered by the U.S. and China through a myriad of challenges, misunderstandings, 
and a rapidly evolving relationship, and find a way out through innovative collaborations. 

UMN students from the first- and second-place teams, from left: 
Yichen Yao, Xiaotong Liu, Akshay Rai, Max Wang, and Bradley Vincent



From the Reform Generation to Generation Xi: A 
Teacher Returns to a Chinese Classroom After 20 Years
Peter Hessler • October 9, 2024

Intercultural Communication in China
Hairong Feng • September 26, 2024

The Expansion of Social Control in China: What 
Is Continuing and What Is New After Covid
Mark Sidel • October 29, 2025

Innovation in the Yangtze Delta: A Deep 
Dive into a Thriving Ecosystem
Alex Gu • December 19, 2024

What’s Next for U.S.-China Relations Under Trump 2.0?
Neysun A. Mahboubi • February 6, 2025
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Considering China Webinars  “思考中国”网络研讨会

The “Considering China” webinar series explores important topics related to China and 
encourages meaningful conversation and reflection. The series attracts audiences from 
the University of Minnesota, greater Minnesota, across the nation, and around the world.

Techno-Nationalism and the Rise of Chinese Animation: 
Nezha 2 and the Evolution of CGI Blockbusters in China
Daisy Yan Du • March 26, 2025
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Did you miss a webinar? Want to re-watch one of this year’s discussions?  
Learn more about the China Center’s Considering China webinar series at z.umn.edu/
china-webinars. 

of the recordingsattended the live webinars
450 PEOPLE 1,881 VIEWS

Play a Day, Count a Day: Planning for Old 
Age in Contemporary Urban China
Claudia Huang • May 6, 2025

The World According to the Chinese People: 
How They See the U.S. and Their Own Future 
Will Impact Global Peace and Prosperity
Yawei Liu • October 1, 2025

Traders under the Lychee Tree: The Creation of the 
Shenzhen Stock Exchange in China, 1980-1993
Taomo Zhou • October 23, 2025

Retelling the Story of the Monkey King
Ann Waltner • November 17, 2025

The China-U.S. Tangle: Handle with Care
David M. Lampton • December 17, 2025
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2025 Griffin Lecture Explores the Chinese 
and Indian Innovation Ecosystem

The China Center was honored to present the 2025 Bob and Kim Griffin Building U.S.-
China Bridges Lecture on November 18 at the McNamara Alumni Center. Thanks to the 
Griffins’ enduring commitment to fostering mutual understanding between the United 
States and China, the lecture has become one of the Center’s signature annual events, 
bringing leading voices in global affairs and cross-cultural engagement to Minnesota.

This year’s featured speaker, Professor Tarun Khanna of Harvard Business School, 
offered a compelling talk, Reflections on the Chinese and Indian Innovation Ecosystem. 
As the Jorge Paulo Lemann Professor and founding director of Harvard’s Lakshmi 
Mittal and Family South Asia Institute, Khanna has spent more than three decades 
examining how entrepreneurship drives social and economic development. His work—
including several enterprises he co-founded in India and an online course taken by 
nearly one million students worldwide—has positioned him as a leading thinker on 
innovation in emerging economies.

Professor Khanna’s lecture invited the audience to reflect on the evolving innovation 
landscapes in China and India and the broader implications for global collaboration. By 
drawing comparative insights across Asia, he highlighted opportunities for the United 
States to engage thoughtfully with rapidly transforming markets. His talk underscored 

Campus & Community Engagement 校园与社区参与

The China Center fosters an understanding of Chinese culture, both on campus and 
among the wider community, by bringing leading experts to campus for discussions on 
pressing U.S.-China issues and by co-sponsoring community events.

Tarun Khanna answers questions related to his 
lecture with moderator Sri Zaheer.



7

Campus & Community Engagement 校园与社区参与

The China Center celebrated the Year of the Snake with a Chinese New Year Reception 
on February 5. Guests were treated to delicious food and a beautiful musical performance 
by Jinghu master Zhengang Xie, and Yueqin master Mei Hu.

It was a joyous occasion as we gathered to mark the start of the new lunar year. 
We were thrilled to see so many of our friends and supporters in attendance. 

how shared learning across borders strengthens not only economic growth but also 
cultural understanding—an idea at the heart of the Griffin Lecture’s mission.

The program opened with remarks from China Center Executive Director Joan 
Brzezinski, followed by Executive Vice President and Provost Gretchen Ritter, with 
Sri Zaheer, Professor at the Carlson School of Management, introducing the speaker. 
Audience members participated in a lively question-and-answer period, submitting 
questions to ushers for discussion.

Now in its second decade, the Griffin Lecture Series has welcomed distinguished 
guests ranging from scholars and diplomats to business leaders and journalists. Past 
speakers—including former Alibaba executive Brian Wong, Ambassador Craig Allen, 
and Pulitzer Prize–winning writer Evan Osnos—have deepened community conversation 
around diplomacy, economics, and global interdependence.

The enduring generosity of Bob and Kim Griffin makes this work possible. Their 
endowment continues to affirm the importance of fostering mutual respect and 
connection between the two cultures. The Griffin Lecture remains one of the Center’s 
most influential platforms for encouraging dialogue and building lasting bridges.

Watch a recording of the lecture >> z.umn.edu/griffin25

Celebrating the Year of the Snake
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CHINA Town Hall 2025

On April 24, the China Center partnered with Global Minnesota to locally host the 2025 
CHINA Town Hall: Local Connections, National Reflections—a national program organized 
by the National Committee on U.S.-China Relations. The event connected Minnesota 
audiences with leading voices on current U.S.–China policy and developments, and 
continues to serve as an important platform for informed dialogue on U.S.–China relations.

The national webcast featured a discussion on President Trump’s China policy at the 
100-day mark, with speakers Ryan Hass of the Brookings Institution, Matthew Turpin of 
the Hoover Institution, and Lingling Wei, chief China correspondent at The Wall Street 
Journal. The conversation was moderated by Stephen Orlins, president of the National 
Committee on U.S.-China Relations.

Following the webcast, attendees participated in an on-site discussion with Mark Sidel, 
Doyle-Bascom Professor of Law and Public Affairs at the University of Wisconsin–
Madison. Professor Sidel, a longtime specialist in state–society relations and civil society 
in China, provided additional context and analysis for the local audience.

U.S.-China Relations Forum
The China Center collaborated with the Global DBA program of the Carlson School of 
Management to host a U.S.–China Relations Forum on August 29, 2025. The event was part 
of the 2025 Global DBA Summer Residency and provided participants with perspectives 
from leading experts on contemporary developments in U.S.–China relations. Through 
this collaboration, the China Center and the Carlson School provided Global DBA 
participants with a timely and substantive opportunity to engage with one of the world’s 
most consequential international relationships, reinforcing the University’s commitment to 
fostering informed and nuanced understanding of U.S.–China dynamics.

Campus & Community Engagement 校园与社区参与
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Campus & Community Engagement 校园与社区参与

Ecolab Visit

On May 21, 2025, the China Center hosted a delegation from China comprising major 
chain restaurant owners, food manufacturers, and representatives from Ecolab’s 
China and local offices. The visit provided an opportunity to highlight the University 
of Minnesota’s longstanding engagement with China and its role in developing global 
talent. The visit strengthened relationships with industry partners and underscored the 
University’s continued efforts to support cross-border exchange. 

2025 Minnesota Go Open Tournament

The China Center co-hosted the 
Minnesota Open 2025 Go Tournament 
with the Twin Cities Go Club on October 
18, bringing together players from across 
the Midwest for a day of competitive play 
and cultural celebration. Go, also known as 
Weiqi (围棋), is a 4,000-year-old strategy 
board game that originated in ancient 
China and is widely played in East Asia.  

In addition to the main tournament, a Learn 
to Play Go session was offered at midday 
in partnership with the Twin Cities Go Club, the China Center, and the Joint Action for 
Diversity and Engagement (JADE). The session drew strong engagement and underscored 
the growing local interest in Go among students, families, and community members.



Scholarships & Exchanges 奖学金和交流
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Through the generous support of donors, the China Center provides financial support to 
University of Minnesota students interested in China and its culture.

China Center Scholarships and Jennie and Fred Hsiao Scholarships
The China Center provides financial support to students as they study abroad or 
participate in educational experiences in Greater China.

Aida Broshar, Adam Kreitzer, Aidan Lim, Audrey MacPherson, Isabel Metzdorff, Sophia 
Nelson, Anna Nodsle, Iman Tesfaye, Maya Theobald, and Shichen Zhang received a 
China Center Scholarship and a Hsiao Scholarship.

Min (Amy) Xu and Michael Schumann Scholarship
The Min (Amy) Xu and Michael Schumann Scholarship supports University of Minnesota 
students interested in China or its culture by providing financial support to help with 
their academic progress and to help meet the costs of obtaining a college education.

Sichen Zhang was awarded this scholarship.

Hsiao Shaw-Lundquist Fellowship
The Hsiao Shaw-Lundquist Fellowship was established to support full-time graduate 
students at the University of Minnesota who have a connection to China as they further 
their studies in civil engineering, hydromechanics, water resources, and architecture.

Ximena De Los Angeles Gomez Churnside received this fellowship.

Peking University Summer Program
Three students from the University of Minnesota participated in the 2025 China 
Deep Dive Program at Peking University. The China Center worked with the Flagship 
program and the Carlson School of Management to send students on this exchange. 
The students attended lectures and visited multiple cities in China this summer.

Sping Lin and Ying-Ngoh T. Lin Visiting Scholars Fellowship
The Sping Lin and Ying-Ngoh T. Lin Visiting Scholars Fellowship expands 
opportunities for University of Minnesota faculty and staff to host visiting scholars, 
strengthening academic exchange and building lasting connections with China. 
The 2025 fellowship was awarded to Professor Yingling Fan, Humphrey School of 
Public Affairs, and Professor Dingliang Yang, College of Design.
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In Memory of Jennie Hsiao
We mourn the passing of Jennie Ho Hsiao, a cherished friend of the China Center and a 
visionary supporter of our students. Through the Jennie and Fred Hsiao Scholarship and 
the Hsiao Shaw-Lundquist Fellowship, she has provided U of M students with access to 
life-changing experiences that will inspire them for the rest of their lives.

Jennie’s life embodied resilience, generosity, and a deep commitment to building bridges 
across cultures. Even as she faced the challenges of vision loss, she remained full of grace, 
warmth, and unwavering dedication to service. Her leadership in the Chinese-American 
community and her belief in the power of education continue to inspire us.

We extend our deepest condolences to the Hsiao family and are deeply grateful for their 
continued support of the Jennie and Fred Hsiao Scholarship Fund. Jennie’s memory lives 
on in the students whose lives she transformed and in the community she strengthened 
with her vision and heart.
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Contributors 赞助捐赠

2024-25 China 
Center Advisory 
Council 
The China Center 
Advisory Council (CCAC) 
advises the executive 
director, builds bridges 
between the China 
Center and faculty and 
academic units within 
the University, and 
strengthens connections 
between the University 
and the community.

Chang Wang, Chair
Yingling Fan, Vice Chair
Tianhong Cui
Anne D’Angelo
Lili Dong
Jill Griffiths
Jim Harkness
Li Li Ji
Kent Lee
Ruilin Li
Frank Liu
Yang Liu
Zhuangyi Liu
Jason McGrath
Mark Ritchie
Roger Ruan
Kaimay Terry
Ann Waltner
Xiaojia Wang
Seth Werner
Margaret Wong
Juanjuan Wu

The University of Minnesota’s China Center would not be able to offer its robust 
programming, assistance, and education without the support of generous donors and 
the hard work of our China Center Advisory Council. To learn more about supporting the 
China Center, visit chinacenter.umn.edu/give.

Donors
Ralph & Eileen Beha
Gail Chang & Richard Bohr
Kevin Hiep Chung
Paul Patrick Cleary
Bentao Cui 
Ted Farmer
Alex Fok
Ivan K. Fong
Katie Fournier
Akiko Fukushi
Paul & Queenie Gam
Sherry Gray
Jill Griffiths
Patrick Ralph Hirigoyen
John Kai-Ngong Ho
Hoyt Hsiao & Zhenzhen Luo
Sam Hsu
Jian Huang 
Yadong Huang
Li Li Ji & Lin Jialin
Sarah Kopp
Judy Ann Krause
Robert T. Kudrle
Joanne Laird
Kenneth Lau
Kent Lee
Yingshu Li
Zhihao (George) Li 
Zhuangyi Liu
John Loughren
A. Thomas Marubbio
Geoffrey M. Maruyama
Linda Mealey-Lohmann
Pat Needle
Chieh Jack Ouyang
Phil & Karin E. Peterson
Karin E. Peterson
Albert Ren
Roger Ruan & Aihua Song
Daniel Soong 
Yue-Him Tam
Kaimay & Joseph Terry
Kay Thomas

Julie Ha Truong
Chang Wang
Jian-Ping Wang
Ping Wang
Tracy Yue Wang
Margaret Wong
Juanjuan Wu
Amy Xu & Mike Schumann
Jenny Yang
Andrew Young
Xiaohua Yu 
Mahmood A. Zaidi
William Zajicek
Alex Zhang
Chen Zhou
Akadimi Foundation
Alliance of Minnesota Chinese 

Organizations
Benevity Community Impact 

Fund 
Bank of America Charitable 

Foundation
Chinese American Association 

of Minnesota
Choi-Chiu & King-Wo Lam 

Family Fund-Minneapolis 
Foundation

CM Fiedler Charitable Fund at 
Fidelity Charitable

PR International
Sharon and Ivan Fong Family 

Fund 
Sit Investment Associates 

Foundation 
Stanley and Marvel Chong 

Foundation
Twin Cities Public Television
Veritas Financial Strategies 

LLC

This list includes gifts made 
between 7/1/24 and 12/31/25.  



Pearl Bergad
Tianhong Ci
Anne D’Angelo
Yingling Fan
Jill Griffiths
Jim Harkness
Li Li Ji
Kent D. Lee
Ruilin Li

To Our Chinese Friends 年度回顾

亲爱的朋友们：

回顾中国中心在2024-2025年度发展历程，我们由衷感谢各位同仁与朋
友一路相伴、持续支持。正是因为有您长期而坚定的投入，我们才能
将共同的愿景转化为一项项富有深远意义的教育与文化项目，在交流
互鉴中不断加深彼此的理解与联结。

2024年11月，中国中心迎来了成立45周年的重要里程碑。我们十分荣幸
地邀请到中心前主任 Pat Needle女士、裴有康教授与杨洪博士重返中
心，共叙往事。他们的分享宛如一部鲜活的口述历史，不仅回顾了中
心数十载的发展轨迹，也展现了这一平台对明尼苏达大学乃至更广泛
社群所产生的持久影响。

在您的慷慨支持下，我们为12位明大学生提供了赴华学习奖学金，帮
助他们通过亲身体验拓展国际视野、深化跨文化理解。同时，与北京
大学合作的短期研学项目也已连续第二年顺利开展，为更多学生创造
了走进中国、理解中国的宝贵契机。

2024-2025年度，超过一百名学生参与了“中国桥挑战赛”。围绕“中美在
可再生能源与绿色科技领域的合作”这一主题，学生们开展了深入的案
例分析与跨文化讨论。本届赛事首次邀请中国高校学生以线上方式参
与，使明尼苏达大学的学生能够与中国同龄人直接交流、协同思考，
在观点的碰撞中培育合作意识与全球责任感。

与此同时，“格里芬中美桥梁讲座”及“思考中国”网络研讨会持续举办。
我们邀请来自文化、社会、国际关系及地缘政治等领域的专家学者，
围绕中国相关议题分享前沿洞见。这些高质量的公共项目，离不开您
对思想交流与公共教育价值的持续信任与支持。

在当前国际环境更趋复杂的背景下，我们尤为珍视您给予中国中心的
慷慨捐赠、宝贵建议与长期指导。您的支持不仅直接推动了奖学金、
交流项目与学术活动的开展，也帮助我们在不确定中坚定方向、稳步
前行。若您希望以任何形式进一步深化与中国的交流与理解，我们始
终愿与您并肩同行、积极协助。期待在您的持续参与下，携手搭建更
具深度、广度与韧性的交流之桥。谨此，

顺颂时祺!

琼. 布热津斯基
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